Day 17

As you read…
It’s one thing to talk about new life being given in a spiritual way.
It’s an entirely different thing to witness it being given in a physical
way. Today, we join in with the disciples and the crowds as we
watch Jesus raise His friend Lazarus back to life after he died.
This is easily one of the most profound moments in the Gospel of
John. We are given witness to: Jesus’ own description of death as a
sleep (because we will wake up at the Resurrection), Jesus’
experience of grief as he mourns the passing of a friend, the very
real grief of Mary and Martha as the mourn the death of their
brother, the testimony to the Resurrection of all believers on the
Last Day, and the clear demonstration of Jesus’ power over death.
As you read, consider the depth of both Jesus’ words and the
experiences of each person who was present at this moment:
•

•
•

Consider the disciples’ perspective as they fear what the
leaders will do if Jesus performs one more miracle. After all,
they are already angry enough with everything He has done.
Consider Mary and Martha’s perspective of knowing Jesus as
friend and teacher turn to knowing Him as Lord and Messiah.
Consider Jesus very real understanding of the human
experience in the face of death and grief in this moment.

As you do, take in the journey you have been on so far in John’s
Gospel as well. Take that journey with you as you hear these
powerful words of promise echoed today by our Lord:
“I am the resurrection and the life.”
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Read John 11:1-44
Lazarus Dies at Bethany
11 Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair, and it
was her brother Lazarus who was sick. 3 So the sisters sent a
message to him: “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
4

When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness will not end in
death but is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and
Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that he was sick, he stayed two
more days in the place where he was. 7 Then after that, he said
to the disciples, “Let’s go to Judea again.”
8

“Rabbi,” the disciples told him, “just now the Jews tried to
stone you, and you’re going there again?”
9

“Aren’t there twelve hours in a day?” Jesus answered. “If
anyone walks during the day, he doesn’t stumble, because he
sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks during the
night, he does stumble, because the light is not in him.”
11

He said this, and then he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but I’m on my way to wake him up.”
12

Then the disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep,
he will get well.”
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13

Jesus, however, was speaking about his death, but they
thought he was speaking about natural sleep. 14 So Jesus then
told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. 15 I’m glad for you that I
wasn’t there so that you may believe. But let’s go to him.”
16

Then Thomas (called “Twin”) said to his fellow disciples,
“Let’s go too so that we may die with him.”
The Resurrection and the Life
17

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem (less than
two miles away). 19 Many of the Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to comfort them about their brother.
20

As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to
meet him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Then
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
wouldn’t have died. 22 Yet even now I know that whatever you
ask from God, God will give you.”
23

“Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told her.

24

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection at the last day.”
25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 26 Everyone who
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
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27

“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, who comes into the world.”
Jesus Shares the Sorrow of Death
28

Having said this, she went back and called her sister Mary,
saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”
29

As soon as Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to
him. 30 Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still in
the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were
with her in the house consoling her saw that Mary got up
quickly and went out. They followed her, supposing that she
was going to the tomb to cry there.
32

As soon as Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet and told him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother wouldn’t have died!”
33

When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with
her crying, he was deeply moved in his spirit and
troubled. 34 “Where have you put him?” he asked.
“Lord,” they told him, “come and see.”
35

Jesus wept.

36

So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them
said, “Couldn’t he who opened the blind man’s eyes also have
kept this man from dying?”
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The Seventh Sign: Raising Lazarus from the Dead
38

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 “Remove the
stone,” Jesus said.
Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, there is already a
stench because he has been dead four days.”
40

Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?”
41

So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised his eyes and
said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42 I know that you
always hear me, but because of the crowd standing here I said
this, so that they may believe you sent me.” 43 After he said this,
he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead
man came out bound hand and foot with linen strips and with
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him
and let him go.”

Questions
1. What do you notice about the reactions of the disciples, Mary
and Martha, and the crowds in this moment? How are they the
same? How are they different?
2. What does it mean for you that Jesus understands what it is
like to lose someone that you love?
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3. Who do you relate to most in this moment: the disciples, Mary,
Martha, the crowds, Jesus, or Lazarus? Why?
4. Does this moment recall any life experiences you have had?
What are those and why does this moment bring those to
memory?

A moment to pray.
Jesus, Your power over death is incredible. Your compassion
humbles me. Even when I don’t show it, I know that You understand
me and what I am going through. Thank You for those reminders
when I have blind to see that. As You raised Lazarus, I trust that one
day You will also raise me. Strengthen me with that promise and
pour out Your life-giving Spirit in and through me until that time
comes. In Your name. Amen.
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