
HOW TO USE MY SMALL CATECHISM 

 
• Get a little familiar with your table of contents at the front of your Small Catechism. You’ll notice: 

o The first 42 pages are the actual Small Catechism. This Martin Luther’s original catechism. It is a 
summary of basic Christian teachings. He also included questions so that the head of the household 
could teach his family what it meant to be Christians through these central teachings. 

o The rest of the book is what we call the “Explanation to the Small Catechism.” Over time, we’ve added 
Bible verses, notes, and references next to the original Small Catechism as a way to reinforce what 
we’ve been taught in the Bible and what we believe as Christians. You’ll spend most of your time in this 
section of the catechism. 

 
• Within the Explanation portion of the catechism, you’ll find three subheadings for each section: 

o The Central Thought guides you through simple Bible study and reflection questions 
o A Closer Reading of the Small Catechism helps you dig deeper into the wording of the Small Catechism.  
o Connections and Applications relates Scripture to important issues in today’s culture.  

 
• You’ll also notice that the entire Catechism is divided into questions. Notice the red arrows pointing to those 

numbers in the picture above. Those are referring to questions 54 and 55. Whenever your journal asks you to 
look up a question in the Small Catechism, you are looking for these maroon numbers. There are a total of 374 
questions, so don’t get worried if the numbers seem high as you’re looking them up! 



HOW TO USE MY BIBLE 
• The Bible is actually a collection of books rather than one book (you’ll learn more about this in Unit 1). When 

you open your Bible to its table of contents, you’ll see a list of all of those books. This is a good place to go when 
you aren’t sure where to find a book. It will give you the page number where it starts! 

• Once you turn to a book of the Bible, you’ll notice that it’s broken down into chapters. You can tell when a 
chapter begins and ends because there will be large numbers that tell you which chapter you’re in. For instance, 
below you will see a picture of the book of 2 Timothy (pronounced “Second Timothy”) and you’ll notice there 
are two chapters: chapter 1 and chapter 2.  

• Within each chapter, we have verses. Verses are indicated by smaller numbers at the beginning of a sentence. 
This helps us when we need to quickly reference a certain part of the Bible. For example, if I wanted to find 2 
Timothy 1:2, that means turning to the book of “2 Timothy,” looking for the first chapter (1), and the second 
verse (2). There I find these words, “To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
 
Here’s a quick reference guide if you ever find yourself confused: 

 

2 Timothy 1:2 

 

BOOK 
The first part tells me the book. 

Sometimes it has numbers, 
sometimes it doesn’t. 

 

CHAPTER 
The number on this side 
of the colon tells me 
what chapter to look for. 
 

VERSE 
The number on this side 
tells me what verse (or 
verses) to find. 
 


